ANGLICAN EVANGELICAL DISTINCTIVES

EVANGELICALS AND THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

· Key text: Acts 4:23-31 which shows us the doctrine of the sovereignty of God in practical expression.
· It gives boldness and confidence to prayer.
· “Sovereign Lord, you made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them”. We believe in a sovereign God of Redemption who has an eternal plan of salvation for humankind (Acts 17:24-26; 1 Cor. 2:7-10; 1 Peter 1:3-5).
· We also believe in a sovereign God of Creation who sustains the universe and will ultimately fulfil his purposes in a renewed creation (Heb. 1:1-3a, Rev. 21:1).
· “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David”. We encounter this sovereign God as a God of revelation who chooses to make himself known to us (John 1:18; Romans 1:19).
· “Herod and Pontius Pilate…did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen”. Our belief in the sovereignty of God includes belief that he is sovereign over history and will bring about the fulfilment of his purposes (c.f. Rom. 8:37-39; 1Cor.15:23ff).
· Acknowledging the sovereignty of God also implies acceptance of the judgement of God which is the underpinning of our convictions about holiness and ethics and responsibility before God (c.f. Matt7:1-2; 11:22-24; 12:36-37; Rom 2:16; 3:6; 14:10).
·  “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” Belief in the sovereignty of God strengthens our conviction about the present and coming Kingdom of God.
· The message of the Kingdom of God was the central theme of Jesus proclamation (c.f. George Eldon Ladd).
· Belief in the sovereignty of God implies the sovereignty of his will and this raises the issue of sovereign predestination for salvation (c.f. Rom. 8:28-30, 35-39; Eph. 1:3-14; 1 Pet. 1:1-7; 2:9-10; 2 Pet. 1:3-4).
· There is no direct NT reference to “double predestination” (sic).
· Human free will and responsibility for our choices before God’s judgement is also clearly taught in the NT.
· The problem with according ultimate authority to our will, is that we all know how fallible it is, as Paul expresses in Romans 7:14-24
· So we have to live with paradox here, but the clear message is that our salvation rests on God’s sovereign will rather than our sinful wills.
· God’s grace is clearly as great as his sovereignty and extends over all his creation and all humankind (c.f. 1 Cor. 15:20-25)
· Again we face paradox as we consider the extent of sovereign grace, yet the warning not to presume upon God’s mercy or to ignore the reality of his wrath against sin.
· Nevertheless, rightly understood, a belief in the sovereignty of God and the ultimate effectiveness of his plan of salvation gives us assurance and peace.
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THE ETERNAL CROSS 
(1 PETER 1:20; EPHESIANS 1:4; 2 TIMOTHY 1:9; REVELATION 13:8)

God’s plan of salvation precedes creation and precedes the original act of human rebellion.
The Cross was in the heart of God before it was on the hill of Calvary.
God in his fullness – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – experiences the Cross.
The Cross is there even before the first sin of Adam.
Divine grace and God’s plan of redemption precedes his first act of creation (2 Tim. 1:9).
Our eternal destiny in Christ was settled even before Adam sinned (Eph. 1:4).
The Cross is the instrument of the new creation and ultimate hope (Col 1:19-20).
It is fair to say that all of creation is cruciform.

